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Abstract:  Manufacturing has long been a critical component of the Memphis/Shelby County economy -- and while 

overshadowed by the region's enormous success with transportation / distribution / logistics, remains a key focus for 

local economic development efforts.  Recent successes with Electrolux, Mitsubishi Electric Power Products, 

KTG/Kruger and other manufacturing projects demonstrated our underlying competitiveness and what it takes to 

land a major manufacturing project in today's highly competitive environment.  This keynote address will discuss the 

opportunities and challenges in trying to attract and grow manufacturing in Shelby County, and what the new 

Economic Development Growth Engine (EDGE) is doing to help. 
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Certifications 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROWTH ENGINE FOR MEMPHIS/SHELBY CO.  2012 - Present 
President & CEO 
Lead new City/County economic development organization with responsibility for the Port of 
Memphis, Pidgeon Industrial Park, the Payment In Lieu Of Tax (PILOT) incentive and other 
programs.  Also serve as the Chief Economic Development Officer for Memphis/Shelby Co. 
 
GREATER MEMPHIS CHAMBER       2008 - 2011 
Vice President, MemphisED Administration 
Coordinated broad-based, County-wide, 5-year, public-private partnership with 17 organizations 
engaged in various aspects of local economic development.   Impact since 2008: 14,500 new jobs 
with $581 million of new annual payroll, $3.88 billion new capital investment, $464 million new 
Minority/Women-owned business receipts and 17,900 talented individuals attracted/retained. 
 

YOUNGSTOWN/WARREN REGIONAL CHAMBER (OH)    1991 – 2008 
Executive Vice President 
Responsible for economic and community development programs at 2-county, 2,900 member, 
chamber of commerce. 

 
SYRACUSE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICE (NY)     1986 - 1991 
Deputy Director 
Responsible for 5-member, City economic development staff 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT (DC)   1985 - 1986 
Presidential Management Intern/Housing Finance Specialist 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DC)      1984 - 1985 
Presidential Management Intern/Coal & Electricity Policy Analyst 
 
 

Master of Science Degree, Public Management & Policy   1984 
Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA 
 

Master of Arts Degree, Government      1979 
Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
 

Bachelor of Arts Degree, Political Science     1977 
Florida International University, Miami, FL 

 
 
Certified Economic Developer, International Economic Development Council 
Economic Development Finance Professional, National Development Council 


